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Big Big Sing aims to inspire thousands of people across the UK to get singing. We’re joining forces 
with Voluntary Arts Week to spread song across the UK with Flashmob choirs!

Run by Voluntary Arts each May, Voluntary Arts Week is a celebration of cultural creativity across 
the UK and Republic of Ireland. Voluntary cultural groups of all shapes and sizes are encouraged to 
showcase what they do and invite newcomers to join in. 

This year’s Voluntary Arts Week runs from 9 – 18 May and we’re asking you to get involved in the 
Voluntary Arts Week Flashmob by organising a Flashmob choir to surprise your local community!

What       is       a       Flashmob       choir?

A spontaneous performance of group singing in public. Flashmobs can take place anytime and 
anywhere - from shopping centres to train stations. The aim is to surprise and thrill the unsuspecting 
audience with your performance before dispersing back in to the crowd as if nothing happened.

Anyone can organise and take part in a Flashmob choir – no matter what your singing experience.  
If you can sing in the shower, you can sing in a Flashmob choir!
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Our      guide      to      organising      your       Flashmob      choir:

Step 1. Choose your tune! What do you want to sing?
You can sing any song in any style. Here are some ideas…

 Something that will get people dancing?

 A classic that everyone knows the words to?

 A song from the Big Big Commonwealth Songbook? Check out our fab collection of songs  
 from around the Commonwealth over at www.bigbigsing.org. Each song comes with a full  
 pack of downloadable materials including warm ups, backing tracks and tips.

Step 2. Pick a time and location 
One of the most important choices is where to have your Flashmob! Think about the time of year too. 
With Voluntary Arts Week in May, this is usually the start of some pretty good UK weather so perhaps 
your local park for a song in the sun? The more creative the better! How about a...

 Shopping Centre / Train Station ?

 Park ?

 Town Centre ?

Step 3. Recruit your mob! – Who are you going to sing with?

 Friends and family?

 Your choir or singing group?

 Anyone you can get involved. Ask people who you think would enjoy the experience!  
	 You	can	use	social	media	to	connect	with	and	find	potential	participants.	

Shhh... it’s a secret – try to keep any promotion to the absolute minimum.  
The element of surprise is what puts the smile on people’s faces.

Step 4: Hatch your plan

 Who will start the group singing?

 Are you all going to break in to song at once or a few at a time?

 Make sure everyone knows to disperse after the event, acting as if nothing out of the  
 ordinary just took place!

If possible, arrange a rehearsal before the big day.

Remember, it really doesn’t matter how good (or bad!) at 
singing you all are - it’s all about a group coming together, 
having fun and surprising the public!

 Provide clear and simple instructions for your Flashmob   
so they know exactly what to do on the day.

 Practice  

Communicate

http://www.bigbigsing.org/start-singing/songbook/
www.bigbigsing.org
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Staging       a       Flashmob :      On       the       day       guide

The basics
Make sure everyone knows the location, date and time, as well as what to wear. You may want to 
meet beforehand to brief the mob and disperse around your location, or to make sure everyone’s 
prepared	and	give	some	final	words	of	encouragement.	

Don’t stop!
Once you’ve started singing, people will soon stop in their tracks and wonder what on earth’s going 
on! If this doesn’t happen straight away, don’t be put off - attention will soon grow!

Singing in the rain
If you have opted for an outdoor location for your Flashmob, please have a bad weather contingency 
plan! You may want to brave the weather and go ahead with your Flashmob as planned, dressing 
appropriately. However, if your group is singing from sheet music or lyrics and your location is not 
sheltered, this could present some problems. You may want to re-schedule to a different time or 
day – remember you have a whole week to Flashmob! This of course depends on how large your 
group	is	and	your	group’s	availability.	Perhaps	have	an	indoor	location	confirmed	as	a	back-up	and	
communicate to your group if the location changes on the day due to bad weather. 

Say cheese!
Be sure to get some snaps and videos of your Flashmob choir - who knows, you could be the next 
YouTube sensation! Check out the Using Photography Information Briefing created by Voluntary 
Arts for tips and advice on taking good photos and Creating a Youtube Presence	to	find	out	how	to	
post and share videos.

After the event get Tweeting, Facebooking, Instagramming or get 6 seconds of song on Vine – 
spread the joy of your Flashmob choir and encourage others to get singing! 

Make	sure	to	us	send	us	your	pictures	and	use	our	hashtags.	This	will	help	us	to	build	a	profile	of	the	
variety and locations of Flashmobs across the UK and showcase your involvement. Post your photos 
on the Big Big Sing and Voluntary Arts Week Facebook pages and connect with us on Twitter 
using the following hashtags:    #BigBigSing       #VoluntaryArtsWeek      #Flashmob

Don’t forget…
You’ll need to check if there are any safety / legal limitations on what can be done in your proposed 
performance space. Make sure you know the local laws about large gatherings in certain areas – you 
can contact your local council for information on this. Remember you are aiming to entertain people 
so it’s important not to create an obstruction that might irritate people going about their business or 
cause any health and safety issues (for example, blocking emergency exits).

Disclaimer: The Voluntary Arts Week Flashmob is part of a nationwide project and we must stress 
that if you are planning to Flashmob a public place – YOU MUST GET PERMISSION.

Voluntary Arts cannot be held responsible for any damage to property or people, so please keep 
yourself (and those around you) safe.

What are you waiting for? Get singing today and have fun!

Big Big Sing is delivered by Glasgow UNESCO City of Music and is part of the Glasgow 2014 Cultural Programme. 
Glasgow UNESCO City of Music is a company limited by guarantee and registered as a charity No SC040222

http://info.voluntaryarts.org/downloads/using-photography/#.UwNNDLtvt4x
http://info.voluntaryarts.org/downloads/creating-a-youtube-presence/#.UwNN6btvt4x
https://www.facebook.com/BigBigSing
https://www.facebook.com/VoluntaryArtsWeek

